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Memorandum of Co-operation between the League of Arab States and the
Republic of India
on the establishment of an Arab-Indian Co-operation Forum

Preamble

The Arab states, represented by the League of Arab States, and the
Republic of India (hereinafter referred to as “the parties™): -

Cognizant of the depth of historic, cultural and civilizational links
between the two parties,

Expressing their satisfaction at the evolution of Arab-Indian relations
in the recent past,

Believing in the strong foundation, great potential and wide-ranging
prospect of Arab-Indian Co-operation,

Aspiring to open new horizons of co-operation in different areas,

Confirming the commitments of both parties to international peace,
security and sustainable development,

Emphasizing the significant contributions made by India in the
Middle East Peace Process and in consistently supporting the
legitimate rights and aspirations of the Arab peoples, including the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to establish an
independent Palestinian State in conformity with the relevant United
Nations and other international resolutions;

Reaffirming the positive efforts exerted by the League of Arab States
in boosting Arab solidarity and cooperation and enhancing the
economic well-being and social development of the Arab peoples;

Convinced of the importance of maintaining the continuity of
interaction and further enhancing close consultations and co-

ordination between the two parties,

Agree on the following Memorandum of Co-operation:
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Article 1

The two Parties have decided to establish the Arab-Indian Co-
operation Forum (AICF), as a framework for dialogue and collective co-
operation between the two parties, for strengthening the foundations of
the Arab-Indian relations and diversifying Arab-Indian co-operation in all
areas.

Article II
The AICF would be based on the following: -

1. Respect for the principles of the United Nations;

2. Commitment to achieving, preserving and enhancing international
peace and security through dialogue and consultations;

3. Support for the efforts of the international community to re-activate
North-South Dialogue as well as South-South Co-operation;

4. Respect for pluralism and values of different cultures and
civilizations, as well as for the need to strengthen the dialogue
among civilizations;

5. Further strengthening and enhancing Indo-Arab Cooperation in all
arecas based on an “Action Plan”, to be mutually agreed upon
herein; and,

6. Recognizing the participation by India in the League of Arab States
Summits in accordance with the norms of the League of Arab
States.

Article II1
The AICF shall work on, inter alia, the following:-

1. Extending support for all efforts towards establishing, preserving
and enhancing international peace and security;

2. Exchanging views and holding consultations on the policies and
stances on issues of mutual interest and concern,;

3. Enabling the two parties to deepen the level of understanding at the
people-to-people level;
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4. Intensifying efforts aimed at achieving sustainable development;

5. Boosting and enhancing economic, commercial and financial co-
operation between the two parties;

6. Encouraging and facilitating the establishment of joint ventures on
both sides;

7. Intensifying co-operation in the fields of education, culture and
human resource development;

8. Enhancing co-operation in scientific and technological fields
including in areas of applied research, with special emphasis on
sustainable development and development of renewable energy
sources;

9. Encouraging cooperation in the field of information technology
including in the implementation of the outcome of “the World
Summit on Information Society”;

10.Exchanging views and holding consultations on policies in
international fora on environment protection and safeguarding each
party’s cultural heritage; and

11.Exchanging views and holding consultations on other issues of
common concern as may arise from time to time.

Action Plan for AICF

The two Parties:

e Convinced that the said Forum would achieve tangible results and
offer positive contributions in consolidating and developing
friendly ties between them,

e Taking into account the Memorandum of Understanding between
the Secretariat-General of the League of Arab States and the
Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of India, signed in
Cairo on 06 March 2002,

e Confirming the necessity of drawing up an action plan for
implementation of the principles, goals and objectives mentioned
in the AICF,
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I1.

(1)

(i)

e Affirming their willingness to strengthen links by maintaining

regular contacts at various levels;

e Hereby agree to set up an Action Plan for the forum for a period of

5 years as of the date of signature of this Memorandum of Co-
operation by the parties as follows:-

Political cooperation

The two parties confirm their commitment to further
strengthen political cooperation and accordingly agree to establish
a mechanism for political consultations.

Economic, Trade and Investment

In order to further expand trade and bilateral investments,
provide easier access to each other’s markets, exchange
management expertise, and enhance co-operation among small and
medium enterprises, the following measures will be taken:-

Organization of an Arab-Indian Partnership Conference every year,
in one of the Arab member states and in India for co-operation on
policy, institutional capacity building and enterprise joint ventures.
Venue of this meeting would be decided by the joint high level
committee at their annual consultations, as provided for in sub-para
VII(i). The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI) would liaise with the General Union of the
Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of the Arab
countries and the concerned main chambers of commerce and
industry of the member states of the League of Arab States and the
Secretariat of the League of Arab States for this purpose. It will
also provide information and briefing about the investment climate
in India and the member states of the League of Arab States in
general, and the specific investment opportunities, in particular, for
the businessmen of the two parties.

Organization of an exclusive Arab-Indian exhibition and an Arab-
Indian Symposium along with the Arab-Indian Partnership
Conference as in (i) above. The symposium will discuss potential
arecas of co-operation in the fields of investment, information
technology, science and technology, exchange of information on
environmental policies and on the wuse of technology in
environmental protection, poverty eradication, as well as
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(iii)

I11.

(1)

(i)

IV.

(1)

possibilities of establishing co-operation networks between the
institutions of both parties including non-governmental and civil
society organizations. India Trade Promotion Organization would
liaise with FICCI, and the concerned main trade promotion bodies
of the member states of the League of Arab States and the
Secretariat of the League of Arab States for organizing the
exhibition and the symposium. [ITPO may, if necessary, enter into
separate MOU with the League of Arab States for organizing the
exhibition]

Encourage exchange of expertise in the field of economic
management and cooperation between small and medium
enterprises. The Technical Cooperation Division of the Ministry of
External Affairs of the Government of the Republic of India will
offer experts from India on secondment in appropriate training/skill
upgradation programmes in the field of small and medium
enterprises to the member states of the League of Arab States.

Energy sector

The parties, recognizing the importance of enhancing cooperation
in the field of energy, particularly oil, natural gas and renewable
energy, will encourage investments from each other to be used in
energy sector projects and will encourage their institutions to
establish joint ventures in this sector.

The parties will establish a dialogue mechanism for the purpose of
Arab-Indian cooperation in the field of energy. This dialogue will
be at the level of senior officials of the concerned ministries of the
member states of the League of Arab States, the Secretariat of the
League of Arab States, and the Ministries of External Affairs and
Petroleum and Natural Gas of the Government of India and meet
annually.

Human Resource Development

The Technical Cooperation Division of the Ministry of External
Affairs of the Government of India will, every year, train
professionals from member states in the League of Arab States and
the Secretariat of the League of Arab States in five areas to be
decided by the joint high level committee as provided for in sub-
para VII(i) from the courses listed under the ITEC training
programme. The number of available training slots shall be
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(i)

(iii)

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

determined by the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government
of India and the applications for these slots will be channeled
through the Secretariat of the League of Arab States.

The Foreign Service Institute of the Ministry of External Affairs of
the Government of India will organize an exclusive tailor-made
training programme on an annual basis for four weeks’ duration,
for junior and middle level diplomats of the member states of the
League of Arab States and the Secretariat of the League of Arab
States in India or in one of the Arab capitals. Each member state
would be entitled to nominate one of their diplomats to attend this
training programme. Local hospitality could be as per mutual
agreement.

Trainees from India will also be sent to member states of the
League of Arab States, wherever feasible and upon mutual

agreement.

Culture & Education

In order to promote cooperation in the fields of culture and
education, the following measures will be taken:-

Institutionalization of an annual conference of the heads of
different Universities in India which have departments of
Arab/West Asia/Middle East Studies as well as in the member
states of the League of Arab States. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) of India will liaise with the Arab League
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO) and
the Secretariat of the League of Arab States for this purpose.

The Parties mentioned in paragraph (i) will consider and discuss,
the modalities of establishing Chairs of Arab-Indian learning in
select Arab and Indian universities.

Efforts will be made and steps will be taken to identify and twin
the libraries in India which are repositories of material including
manuscripts which bear testimony to age-old historical and cultural
ties between India and the Arab states, with their counterparts in
the member states of the League of Arab States.

The Parties will undertake a project to build up a database of
digitalized Arabic manuscripts from Indian collections [Jamia
Millia Islamia may coordinate], along with similar manuscripts
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(vi)

(vii)

VL.

(1)

(ii)

available in various libraries of member states of the League of
Arab States. Material for the latter would be made available by
member states of the League of Arab States through an
organization specifically nominated by the respective Ministries, as
the focal organization for this purpose. After collection of such
database, displays will be organized in select Arab and Indian
universities, along with organization of seminars and symposia on
related subjects.

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations, along with ALECSO,
and in cooperation with the relevant organizations of the member
states of the League of Arab States and the Secretariat of the
League of Arab States, will organize an Arab-Indian festival on a
regular basis in the member states of the League of Arab States.
This festival can include, inter-alia, seminars, exhibitions, film
festivals, food festivals and cultural performances. [CCR will send
one performing art group to the respective Arab member state
where the Festival is being organized.

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations, along with ALECSO
and the Secretariat of the League of Arab States, will support
FICCI initiative of organizing annually a Heritage Festival in India
along with its Partnership Conference. This festival may comprise
a food festival, traditional products (handicrafts, gems-jewellery,
dresses etc) and cultural performances (music, dance & drama,
films, books paintings etc). FICCI will invite participants from all
the member states of the League of Arab States.

The Parties shall organize an Arab-Indian Friendship Year and
arrange suitable cultural and other events by mutual agreement.

Media Sector

The two parties will work on intensifying media cooperation and
encouraging 1important media organizations on both sides,
including those in the electronic and print media and those in both
the public and the private sectors, to enhance contacts between
them.

The two parties will exchange visits of prominent journalists
nominated by the two parties from the print and the visual media,
every year, on a tour of India. The External Publicity Division of
the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of the Republic
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VII.

(1)

(i)

(iii)

of India will host one journalist each nominated by the League of
Arab States from the print and the visual media, every year, on a
10-day tour of India.

Mechanisms

In conformity with sub-para I regarding political cooperation, the
two Parties agree to establish a joint high level committee to be
convened at various levels as mutually agreed from the troika of
the Arab Summit, the Secretariat of the League of Arab States on
the Arab side, and such representatives from the Indian side as may
be decided by the Ministry of External Affairs. The committee will
meet once every year to discuss bilateral, regional and international
issues of mutual concern alternately in New Delhi and Cairo. The
agenda for such political consultations would be drawn by mutual
consultations.

The Secretariat of the League of Arab States and the Ministry of
External Affairs of the Government of India shall be the principal
focal points for consultations and co-ordination in regard to the
implementation of the Forum’s Plan of Action.

A meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the member states of the
League of Arab States and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Government of India would be considered one year after the
establishment of the AICF.

Final Provisions

The working of the Arab-Indian Co-operation Forum and the
implementation of the Action Plan will be reviewed after a period
of 5 years from the date of signature of this Memorandum of Co-
operation by the parties with a view to effecting necessary
modifications and renewing them for a further period.

This Memorandum of Co-operation and the Action Plan are
signed in ............ 0] 4 in  two
originals each in Hindi, Arabic and English languages, all texts
being equally authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation, the
English text shall prevail. These shall enter into force upon
signature and shall remain in force till they are renewed by mutual
consent.
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In witness whereof, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their
respective  Governments have signed the present Memorandum of
Cooperation and Action Plan thereto.

For the Republic of India For the League of Arab
States
Pranab Mukherjee Amre Moussa
Minister of External Affairs Secretary General
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DRAFT JOINT STATEMENT TO BE ISSUED AT THE
CONCLUSION OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
TURKISH-ARAB FORUM

1.  The inaugural Meeting of the Turkish Arab Forum was held in
Istanbul, Turkey on October 11, 2008 between the Republic of
Turkey and the League of the Arab States. The Republic of
Turkey was represented at the meeting by H.E. Ali Babacan,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the League of the Arab States was
represented by ...

2. The Participants recalled that Turkey and the Arab countries are tied
to each other by strong bonds of deep-rooted historical,
geographical and cultural relations and welcomed the launch of the
Turkish Arab Forum which they believed will further expand and
deepen the relations in all fields between Turkey and the Arab
countries by providing an institutional framework to promote
cooperation and comprehensive consultations in all fields of mutual
interest.

3.  The Forum meeting was held in the spirit of mutual respect
and openness, whereby, developments in the Middle East, a
number of regional and international issues of common concern, the
need to establish a Forum for consultation and cooperation in the
Middle East, as well as for issues regarding economic, cultural and
people to people relations between Turkey and the member States of
the Arab League were extensively discussed.

4.  The Participants confirmed that Turkey and the Arab States share a
common vision of achieving and maintaining security, stability,
peace and prosperity in the Middle East. A just, comprehensive and
lasting solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict can be found on the
basis of the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions (242, 338,
1397,1515) the Arab Peace Initiative and the Road Map that would
ensure the establishment of a viable Palestinian State living side by
side with Israel within secure and recognized borders.

5. The Forum stated its support for an active and effective process
of negotiations between Palestine and Israel. It expressed the hope
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10.

11.

for overcoming difficulties, in particular the question of building
settlements in the occupied territories in order to allow a successful
outcome of the Annapolis Process. The Forum confirmed that the
outcome of these negotiations should be the creation of an
independent, viable and sovereign Palestinian State.

The Forum stated that the rift among the Palestinians is harmful
to the Palestinian cause and the peace process. It expressed its
support to the initiatives towards achieving unity among the
Palestinians.

The Forum stressed its support to Palestinian state-building process
in line with the decisions taken at the Paris and Berlin Conferences.

The Forum also agreed on the importance of advancing on all the
tracks in the Middle East Peace Process. In this connection, the
Arab League expressed its appreciation and support for Turkey’s
role in the Syrian-Israeli peace talks.

The Forum welcomed the election of the President and the
establishment of the National Unity Government in Lebanon within
the context of Doha Agreement, expressed its support for its full
implementation and stressed the importance of continuing to
encourage the Lebanese groups to maintain dialogue and
reconciliation on the common denominators of Lebanese identity
and national interests of Lebanon.

The Ministers emphasized that they shared similar objectives with
regard to the future of Iraq, as best reflected by the outcomes of the
Expanded Neighboring Countries of Iraq Ministerial Conferences.
The Ministers reiterated their support for the preservation of the
territorial integrity and national unity of the Arab and Muslim
identity of Iraq; the continuation of the process of national
reconciliation and the prevention of all terrorist activities.

The Ministers called on the Iraqi Government, Iraqi political
groups, regional countries and other international actors to work for
the establishment of a safe, stable, independent, prosperous,
democratic Iraq. They reaffirmed their willingness to help the Iraqi
Displaced Persons in their efforts to return to their homeland in a
safe and dignified fashion.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The Ministers express their concern about the escalating tension and
increase of violence in Kirkuk and called for political
accommodation on Kirkuk. The Ministers underlined the
importance of a consensus solution on the Provincial Elections Law,
whereby a fair and balanced power sharing mechanism among
Kirkuk’s three main Iraqi ethnic groups is reached.

The Ministers reiterated their support for the UN Security Council
Resolutions, the work of the UNAMI and the Special
Representative of the UN Secretary General. They called on the
UNAMI to remain at an equal distance to all Iraqi groups, while
providing them with the opportunity of fair participation on
resolution of inter-communal disputes.

The Forum stressed that proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and their means of delivery continue to be a matter of
serious concern and stated that all international efforts in the fields
of disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation as well as the
efforts for the establishment of a zone free of Weapons of Mass
Destruction in the Middle East will be continued to be supported.

The Forum also stated that it is closely following the nuclear
program of Iran and reiterated its commitment to a diplomatic and
negotiated solution.

The Forum confirmed that terrorism continues to pose a grave threat
to international peace, security and stability and rejected any
attempt to identify terrorism with any one religion, race, nationality
or geography. It took note of the United Nation’s leading role in
counter-terrorism and importance of all states signing and ratifying
the UN conventions relevant to terrorism and reiterated the need for
the full compliance with the provisions of the UN Security Council
resolutions and international conventions on the fight against
terrorism. Within this framework, the Forum called upon effective
implementation of the UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy. It
reaffirmed its determination to make every effort to reach an
agreement on a comprehensive convention on terrorism and called
for an international conference to define terrorism and condemn any
connection between terrorism and any race, religion or culture.

Underlining the need to encourage greater dialogue, understanding

and respect between different cultures, the Forum reiterated its full
support to the Alliance of Civilizations initiative co-sponsored by
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Spain and Turkey, which has become a full pledged UN initiative. It
also recalled the Second Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations

which will be held in Istanbul on 2-3 April 2009 and expressed the
desire to actively contribute to it.

The Forum expressed its support for a just, comprehensive and
lasting settlement in Cyprus under the auspices of the good-offices
mission of the United Nations Secretary-General and on the basis of
the well-established parameters of the UN resolutions.

The Forum expresses its concern over the recent developments in
Georgia, and emphasized their implications as a serious threat to the
peace and stability in the South Caucasus and beyond. It called upon
the parties to exercise restraint and engage in direct talks in order to
reach a lasting solution to the conflict. (It underlined the
imoportance of the preservation of territorial integrity of
Georgia).

The Forum also supported Turkey’s initiative on establishing a
“Caucasus Stability and Cooperation Platform” with a view to
creating a favorable environment for peace, stability and
cooperation in the Caucasus Region.

(Recalling the continued interest of both Turkey and the
Arab League regarding the Balkans, the Forum expressed
its desire to achieve a just and fair political settlement for
the question of Kosovar).

The Forum affirmed its commitment to preserve the unity, territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina within its
internationally recognized borders.

The Arab League welcomed Turkey’s policy of opening up to
Africa and the increase in cooperation between Turkey and African
countries and also took note of the First Turkey-Africa Cooperation
Summit held in Istanbul on August 18"-21%"

The Forum reiterated its conviction that the Barcelona Process:
Union for Mediterranean (BP:UfM), should remain open to full
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24.

25.

26.

participation of all willing and capable states and international
organizations.

All regional, sub-regional and trans-national projects should pay
attention to the political and legal sensitivities in the Mediterranean
and of the BP: UfM members. In this regard, projects should be
agreed upon by consensus.

The Arab League reiterated its support for the candidature of the
Republic of Turkey for non-permanent membership in the United
Nations Security Council for the term 2009-2010, at the elections to
be held in New York in October 2008, during the 63rd UN General
Assembly.

The Forum underlined the importance and expressed its willingness
to further enhance the cultural relations between the Arab League
countries and Turkey emanating from their common history by
concluding Cultural Cooperation Agreements and Cultural
Exchange Programmes to promote convergence and better
understanding among their peoples.

The Forum reaffirmed the objective of protection of cultural
heritage, establishment of cultural centers, cooperation and
enhancement of exchange programmes between their cultural and
educational institutions, museums, archives and media.

The Forum agreed that there is a need for uniting the capacities and
capabilities of the countries of the region and enhancing
coordination and cooperation among them with the ultimate aim of
establishing a common area of peace, security, stability and
prosperity. It stressed that past experiences and present dealings
have proved that just, comprehensive and lasting solutions to the
problems of the region have better chances of approval and success
if they come from within the region.

Within this context, the Arab League welcomed Turkey’s initiative
proposing the launching of a regional security and cooperation
mechanism in the Middle East, a forum for consultations,
cooperation and possibly joint action on situations that endanger or
threaten peace, stability and security in the region.
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217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

The Forum expressed its willingness to coordinate trade policies
and to facilitate the increase of trade volume within the framework
of the international multilateral trade system.

The Arab League Countries welcomed the efforts to conclude a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) between Turkey and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. They noted the positive effects of FTA’s in the trade
volumes of those Arab League Countries that have
already concluded agreements with Turkey.

With the objective of completing the legal groundwork in economic
and commercial relations, the Forum urged for the finalization of
the agreements and protocols in various fields including
double taxation, promotion and protection of mutual investments
and customs matters.

The Forum underlined the need to encourage joint investments in
Turkey and the Arab League Countries and to mitigate obstacles in
this regard. Turkey and the Arab League Countries shall support the
efforts to create attractive investment conditions for businessmen
from both sides.

The Forum reiterated its keenness to further increase cooperation
in the economic field, including investment, trade, finance,
banking, tourism, energy, water, environment, food security,
construction and information technology.

The importance of improving tourism relations between Turkey
and the Arab League Countries were reaffirmed strongly. In this
regard, the parties declared their determination to increase ties
between relevant tourism bodies and institutions.

The Ministers emphasized the need to work closely to take the
necessary steps for the elimination of trade barriers in order to
achieve substantial growth in trade volume between Turkey and
the Arab Region.

The Forum stated its intention to promote cooperation in the fields

of land, air and maritime transportation to further increase trade
flows between Turkey and the Arab League Countries.
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35.

36.

37.

38.

The Forum expressed its confirmation to encourage cooperation in
banking and financial sectors and marked its intention to create a
favorable environment for smooth working of capital markets and
stock exchange.

The Forum emphasized that private sector has a vital role to play in
strenghtening economic ties and stressed the importance of private
sector in exploring ways and means in bringing together business
communities and investors of Turkey and the Arab League
Countries 1in joint ventures, privatization projects, public
procurements and other feasible areas of cooperation.

The two sides agreed to identify areas of common interest where
they can promote cooperation in the field of environment and
sustainable development areas such as cilmate change, poverty
allvation, pollution control, waste management and disaster
management.

The Forum decided to hold the subsequent meeting in .......... on
........ 2009.
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