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28 EU Member 

States 

 

5 candidates 

- Albania 

- Turkey 

- Serbia  

- Montenegro 

- The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

 

2 potential 

- Bosnia and Herzegovina  

- Kosovo 
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The EU institutions - Who takes the decisions? 

European 
Parliament 

Court of 
Justice 

Court of 
Auditors 

Economic and 
Social Committee 

Committee of the 
Regions 

Council of Ministers 
(The Council) 

European 
Commission 

European 
Investment Bank 

European Central 
Bank 

Agencies 

European Council 
(summit) 
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Member 
States 

EFSA 

Assesment 
bodies 

Control 
authorities 

Regulatory 
authorities 

National 
Government 

Council 

Parliament European 
Commission 

 

 

 

DG SANTE 

 

 
FVO 

EU 

European Court of Justice 

http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lettredesachats-secteurpublic.fr/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Europe3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lettredesachats-secteurpublic.fr/mot-cle/commission-europeenne&usg=__xyrT8T6A5HhMdI9OTvsVNrErcUM=&h=455&w=500&sz=164&hl=fr&start=18&zoom=1&tbnid=abHOk9KZ0DukgM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=130&ei=DIm6TrXjMYTl4QSqh5GaCA&prev=/search?q=commission+europeene&hl=fr&safe=off&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsm&itbs=1
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rcamagazine.com/_news/data/upimages/articles_union-europeenne_elections.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rcamagazine.com/index.php?subaction=showfull&id=1288163303&archive=&start_from=&ucat=29&show_cat=29&page=archives&page=fullnews&usg=__JW_KGec6vRlMUI1a238bxMkcaJo=&h=303&w=470&sz=143&hl=fr&start=15&zoom=1&tbnid=Eq9Dkvxs8Klc-M:&tbnh=83&tbnw=129&ei=DIm6TrXjMYTl4QSqh5GaCA&prev=/search?q=commission+europeene&hl=fr&safe=off&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsm&itbs=1
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European 
Parliament 

Council of the 
EU 

European 
Commission 

Member States 

implementation 
compliance 

enforcement 

initiative 
executive 

political 

EU power structure: who does what? 
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EU decision making process - How EU laws are made? 

Citizens, interest groups, experts: discuss, consult 

Commission: makes formal proposal  

Parliament and Council of Ministers: decide jointly  

National or local authorities: implement 

Commission and Court of Justice: monitor implementation 
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“General Food Law” 

Regulation No 178/2002 of 28 January 2002 

• General principles for food safety 

– Integrated approach 

– Precautionary principle 

– Risk analysis 

– Responsibility of operators 

– Traceability 

• Setting up the European Food Safety 
Authority  

• Setting up a procedure for managing crises 



Food standard-setting in the EU 

Draft proposal by DG SANTE 

Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, 
Food and Feed 

 (Representatives of Member States) 

Commission 
Decision Implementation 

Publication in 
Official Journal 

Other DGs 

EFSA 
opinion 



Codex for the EU 

The EU provides an important contribution to 
activities of Codex Alimentarius, notably in 
the elaboration of standards 

Codex' work is of paramount importance - 
since 1995: the CAC has been recognized by 
WTO's SPS Agreement as the international 
reference for food safety 

 “To be the preeminent international food 
standards-setting body to protect the health 
of consumers and ensure fair practices in the 
food trade.” 

 



The EU food standards and Codex 

The EU general Food law follows the Codex 
principles of risk analysis 
 Risk assessessment: European Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 Risk management: European Commission 

No general procedure to adapt to EU 
legislation: case by case basis 

 Importance of Codex standards when 
drafting EU legislation 
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Thank you 
 for your attention! 
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European Commission 

DG 
SANTE 

Health 

Food 
Safety 

DG 
AGRI 

DG 
TRADE 

DG 
GROW 

Others 

SG, LS 

EFSA 
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DG SANTE 

Health Food Safety 

Food chain, stakeholders and 
international relations 

Science, stakeholders, 
enforcement 

Multilateral international 
relations 

Bilateral international 
relations 

Food safety programme, 

emergency funding 

Food and feed safety, 
innovation 

Food information & composition, 
food waste 

Food processing technologies and Novel Foods 

Biotechnology 

Pesticides and biocides 

Animal nutrition and veterinary medicines 

Health and food 
safety audits and 

analysis 

Crisis 
management 

in food, 
animals and 

plants 


